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WELCOME TO 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 
 

The date 8th May 1945 can be seen on the nameplates of streets and public squares 

all over Europe.  ‘Victory in Europe’, or VE Day, saw the official end of the long war 

against Nazi occupation. Although the Second World War itself was not yet quite 

over, the liberation of Europe was marked with joy and celebration. In the midst of 

lockdown, as we celebrate those who serve in other capacities, we need to 

recapture that mood of celebration- and to remember those whose sacrifices were 
on a far greater scale than our own.  

Although this service is not in the format we had originally planned, it is our 

opportunity to say thank you to those who gave so much to ensure we all enjoy and 

share the freedom we have today. 

 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 
Introduction and welcome by the Dean of Peterborough, The Very Revd Christopher 

Dalliston  

 

Dear friends, although separated by circumstances, we come together on this day to 

commemorate the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe, when the sounds of war 

fell silent on this continent.  

 

We come together in sorrow for all that lies within the human spirit to create 

conflict between peoples, and war between nations. We come together to pray for 

peace and the healing of the world. And as we remember the many soldiers, sailors, 

and airmen who gave their lives restraining evil and opposing tyranny, so we also 

come in thanksgiving for the years of peace that the nations of Europe have enjoyed 

since the Second World War.  

 

And so, despite all we have faced in the past and still face today, we come together 

in joy, like those who gathered on that first Victory day, grateful for all that binds us 

together even in times of sadness and loss. 
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The Bidding Prayer 

 

The Dean welcomes the congregation and says 

 

We are here to worship Almighty God, whose purposes are good; 

whose power sustains the world he has made; 

who loves us, though we have failed in his service; 

who gave Jesus Christ for the life of the world; 

who by his Holy Spirit leads us in his way. 

               As we give thanks for his great works,  

we remember those who have lived and died in his service  

and in the service of others; 

we pray for all who suffer through war and are in need; 

we ask for his help and blessing that we may do his will, 

and that the whole world may acknowledge him as Lord and King. 

 

 

Revd Canon Ian Black, Vicar of Peterborough leads  

Prayer of Commemoration  

 

 

Almighty and eternal God, 

from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 

either by death or life: 

hear our prayers and thanksgivings 

for all whom we remember this day; 

fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 

and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

 

Music: A Song of Peace C.V. Stanford (1852-1924)  

(CD, Song of Peace) 

 

 

Poem: My soul, there is a country 

Read by Neil McKittrick, former High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire  

and member of the Cathedral congregation 

 

My soul, there is a country far beyond the stars, 

where stands a winged sentry, 

All skilful in the wars: 

There, above noise and danger, 
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Sweet Peace sits crowned with smiles 

And One born in a manger 

Commands the beauteous files. 

He is thy gracious friend, 

And -O my soul awake!- 

Did in pure love descend 

To die here for thy sake. 

If thou canst get but thither, 

There grows the flow'r of Peace, 

The Rose that cannot wither, 

Thy fortress and thy ease. 

Leave then thy foolish ranges, 

For none can thee secure 

But One who never changes- 

Thy God, thy life, thy cure. 

Henry Vaughan (1622-1695) 

 

 

Reading: Isaiah 2: 2-5 

Read by Gillian Beasley, CEO, Peterborough City Council  

In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest 

of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  

 

Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 

walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 

Lord from Jerusalem.  

 

He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 

beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  

 

Reflection 

 

The Right Reverend Donald Allister, Bishop of Peterborough 

 

 

Music: Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, S.S Wesley (1810-1876)  

(CD: Royal Music from Peterborough Cathedral)   
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Canon Black leads The Prayers 

 

O Lord our God,  

as we remember, teach us the ways of peace.  

As we treasure memories, teach us to hope.  

As we give thanks for the sacrifices of the past,  

help us to make your future in this world,  

until your kingdom come.  

All   Amen.  

 

Almighty God,  

from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:  

kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace;  

and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom  

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth;  

that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,  

till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen.  

 

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness,  

bless our Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth,  

and all who are in authority under her;  

that they may order all things  

in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace,  

to the honour of your name,  

and the good of your Church and people;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen.  

 

Let us gather together all our prayers in the words our Saviour Jesus 

Christ taught us: 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Act of remembrance: Tribute to the Millions  

 

The  Dean says 

 

Let us remember before God, 

and commend to his safe keeping, 

those who have died for their country in war; 

[those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure;] 

and all who have lived and died 

in the service of the peoples of the world. 

 Let us remember those  

who so selflessly gave their lives at home and abroad,  

whose sacrifice enables us to enjoy  

the peace and freedom we have today. 

Let us remember those who came home 

wounded, physically and mentally,  

and the friends and family who cared for them. 

Let us remember those who returned  

to restore their relationships  

and rebuild their working lives  

after years of conflict and turmoil. 

Let us remember the families that lost 

husbands, sons and sweethearts. 

Let us remember those in reserved occupations 

and the brave people who 

kept us safe on the home front –  

the doctors and nurses who cared for the wounded, 

the women and men who toiled in the 

fields and the factories, 

all who contributed in small and large ways 

in the war effort at home. 

Let us remember them.  

 

 
Last Post  

Ollie Maynard, The King’s School Peterborough 

 
 

The Dean reads Kohima Epitaph  

 

When you go home, tell them of us and say 

For your tomorrow, we gave our today. 
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National Anthem 

 

God save our gracious Queen, 

Long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen. 

Send her victorious, 

Happy and glorious, 

Long to reign over us: 

God save the Queen.  

 

Thy choicest gifts in store 

On her be pleased to pour, 

Long may she reign: 

May she defend our laws, 

And ever give us cause 

To sing with heart and voice 

God save The Queen! 

 

The Dean of Peterborough gives The Blessing 

 

God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, 

and all people, peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

come down upon you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

With thanks to: 

 

Councillor Gul Nawaz, Mayor of Peterborough  

Gillian Beasley, Chief Executive of Peterborough City Council 

Peterborough Cathedral Choir 

Tansy Castledine, Director of Music 

Ollie Maynard, Trumpeter 

Martin Ratcliffe, The King’s School 

Chris Pallister, Technical Support 

Eugene Chan, Technical Support 

 

Material from Common Worship: Times and Seasons included in this booklet is 

 © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 


